THE 


kr / of Torringtors 
SPEECH 


To THE 
Houſe of Commons, 
In N ovember, 1690. 


Occaſion d by the Ingagement 2 Sea, : 


on the 3oth of June that Year, 
between the Confederate and 
French Fleets. 


In e are Inſerted, 


Some LETTERS written by the Earl 
of NOTTING HAM, then Secretary 
of State. 


LONDON, 
— * and Sold Ge R. 255 RLEIGH in Amen- 
Eric One ling). 


Printed by Joun DaRrBY in Bartholomew- 


4 * * 
* 8 N 
* 
4 * 
3 
2 
hs . * * 
* A 
. * 
* 1 f 
* 8 
AS - & 3 
* 7 
* 
9 P42 = o | 7 
b A. :& 
— * . ws « — 
* 
pre 
* k 3 
- : - 2 3 E 


A. 
8 
8 
9 
t 
7 
— 


3 5 ä Wie fil 


Is OE. HAT TA J at¹õον 


11 5 X . . N > ; 1 DA IX N 3 * 40 
5 F | 3870 10 
: ; jo 9494 P — We — 
: 0 $1 "A 0 4 = 
| 7 17 9 
NE. Sr 1a i WH ol yd hy 1 


| ni OI A UN 71 yd bloc [it WB. 
| V Oy . If ICID 


z Fn N . 
; * PW N - UN . * 
| , 7 - * . 
, 8 ** 2 1 
n 
i 


1 


FT he Publiſher to the 


READER. 


E E following Speech 
falling into my hands by 


Accident, and being 
 pleard with the Hiſtory it re- 
lates ; I thought it might give 
the World a great deal of Satiſ- 
Faction if it were made publick. 
And to render it the more uſeful, 

T bave procur'd c Draught of the 
Line of Battel, to which it re- 
fers, and by which they who are 


curious may be able to form a 


truer Judgment of t the matter. 


+ &:$ THE 
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THE 
Earl of Torrington's 5 


8 P EECH 


T0: THE 


Houſe 1 Commons, Oc. 


. SPEAKER, 

Have never till now re- 

= EI d b 
F grctted my not eing 
EF) RA bred to Letters, that I 
[ESE find I want words to ex- 
preſs the Senſe I have of this great 
33 done me, in admitting me 
to 2 hearing 1 A this Honourable 
Houſe : It is an Act becoming their 
Greatneſs and their Juſtice, and the 
more becauſe I have not been able 
” = 


"TRE -. 
to obtain it any where elſe : It is a 
Favour I muſt own with all imagina- 
ble. reſpe& to the laſt moment of 
my Life. And that I may not abuſe 
their Goodneſs by raking up too 
much of their time, I humbly beg 
leave I may, in as few words as may 
be, give an Account of my Misfor- 
tunes, and their Original Cauſes, 
which I think in ſome meaſure con- 
cern the Nation. 


Mr. SPEAKER, 
I find my ſelf under a greater Miſ- 
fortune than poſſibly ever any Man 
was, and poſſibly as undeſervedly. 
have been a Priſoner ever ſince the 
10th of July, without ever being 
told what I was committed for, till 
within theſe few days : That in the 
Mlagrſhal's Warrant I find my felf 
cCharg d with withdrawing and keep- 
ing back from the Enemy, and not 
aibtiing a known Friend in view; 
were it tiue, Iwoud not have been 
ens  — ®» 


(79) 
defirous to come before this Honou- 
rable Houſe, nor wou'd I 'delire to 
_ outlive a deſerv'd Diſgrace one mo- 
8 N 


Mr. SPEAKER, Fi 5 

It is now no time to pick Quarrels 
one with another, we have Enemys 
enough abroad: it is therefore I will 
ſhun making Reflections, but where 
they are abſolutely neceſſary for my 
Country's ſafety and my own Juſtifi- 
cation ; and will not look back fur- 
ther than this Year, 


Under theſe following Heads, viz; 


That our Preparation was too late. 
Ihat our Fleet was too weak. 
That our Fleet was ill mann d. 
That the French were not preven- 
ted making a Deſcent at Cork, 
That we wanted Intelligence, or 
did not believe it when given. 


That 


(8) 


That we were forc'd to fight cons 
trary to the Opinion of the 

Council of War. 

That the Fight was manag d to - 
the beſt advantage for the King- 
dom 8 Safety. 1 5 


Ahn 0 our ur Preparation was too late, 
1 need give but two Inſtances. 

1ſt. That we were not in a condi- 
tion to prevent the Deſcent at Cork : 


cuſe our not doing it, nor our not 
deſtroying the French Fleet that for 
ſeveral Weeks lay there, and had all 
that time moſt of our Tranſport- 
Ships at their mercy. . 
Zh. That all our Ships were not 
3 fitted by the middle of 
une, nor mann d as they ſhou' d be 
the whole Year. 

Here I muſt beg leave to obſerve, 
Chas; in the War with Holland againſt 
a Proteſtant Enemy, our Fleets were 


out in April; and againſt the French, a 
Papiſ 


If we were, I'm ſure nothing can ex- - 


. 


papiſt Enemy, we can hardly get 


them out in June. 


That we were too weak, tis ap- 
e ſince all our Fleet conſiſted 
but of 56 Ships and 20 Fireſhips; and 
the French had 82 and 30 Fireſhips, 

of which 17 were three- deckt Ships, 
moſt of the reſt from 60 Guns up- 


be found much leſs than 2000, poſ- 
b 
I never heard but two Reaſons gi- 
ven for our preparing a weak Fleet; 
to me they are very odd: That if we 
arm out a ſtrong Fleet, the French 
will not come out: And if we fit out 
all our Firſt and Second Rates, What 
.-.wilkbeleft in Harbour ? © 
Another Inſtance of our being too 
| weak, even in the Opinion of ſome 
of thoſe Lords that advis d the Bat- 
tel, is, That the States were deſir d 
5 to 


(10) 
to fit out twelve Capital Ships; and 
if I remember right, as many were 
order'd here, which joind to Admi- 
ral Killigrem, Sir Cloudeſly Shovel, and 
Captain Saunders, wou d have made 
our Fleet above 30 Ships ſtronger 
than when we engag d. I think I 
may give this one Inſtance more, The 
Preparation for the next Year, which, 
if am rightly inform'd, is to conſiſt 
of 4 Firſt Rates, 11 Second, and 
33 Third Rates, and I think 12 
Fourth, and 35 Dutch, which in the 
whole makes 95; which is 39 more 
in Number than we had when wes. 
- engag d. 8 | | 


That our Fleet was ill mann'd, is a 
known Truth; and that the French 
 werewell mann d, is evident by their 
Firing, generally ſpeaking, three 

TVC 
And if it ſhou d appear, that at the 
ſame time many Seamen were pro- 
rected, tis likely chere is a Fol 1 
ſomewhere. 5 : That 


— 
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(1) 


That we were not in a Condition 
to prevent the Deſcent at Cork, or to 
T YE ai the French Fleet whilſt it lay 
there, is it may be a very great Miſ- 
carriage. I am ſure it was a very great 
Misfortune, and might have been 
more fatal: for had they deſtroy d 
our Tranſport- Ships in thoſe Seas, 
it is not likely his Majeſty, wou d 
have been able to have gone into 
Ireland this Vear; and I'm afraid he 
would have found more difficulty in 
reducing it the next Vear. And if the 
aft Deſcene had been prevented, it 
is certain his Majeſty had nejther been 
expos d fo ſo many Dangers as he 
was, nor wou'd have met with thoſe 
Difficultys he did. From which I 
think it may be concluded, that 
fewer Men wou d have been loſt, leſs 
Treaſure expended, and beland whol- 
ly reduc'd, if that Fleet had been 
deſtroy'd in Cork, as ſurcly it might, 
if we had had Ships ready. The late 
Inſult, which ſome call a Diſgrace 
e * ” had 


(ini 


had not only been prevented, but 


the French put by the Poſſibility, du- 
ring the whole War, of ſetting any 


Fleet to Sea, conſiderable enough to 


Poe us either Care or Trouble. What 
xcuſe can be made for = do. not 
well know; but I am ſure it is not 


want of Admonition, for I appeal to 
many concern'd in it, whether it was 


not foreſeen and foretold ſeveral 
Months before the Deſcent ' of the 
French, and the time it was made. 
' Left any of theſe Matters ſhou'd 
be laid ro my Charge, I think it ne- 
ceſſary ro acquaint this Honourable 

Houſe, That not ſeeing Matters go 
{o wellin the Admiralty as I thought 


the Sefvice requir'd, and that it was 
not in 1 55 


ower to prevent it, I 


humbly: beg d, and obtain d the 


5 King's Leave to be diſmiſs d from 
that Commiſſion, and giving any 


further Attendance at that Board ; 
that fine I cou d not prevent the Miſ- 
chief, I might have no ſhare in the 


ae, 
UORDR; tionen mon. 1 5 
That we wanted Intelligence. 
Some think that in ſome meaſure 
I am chargeable with it. Surely they 
do not mean before I came to the 
Fleet, which was not till the 3oth of 
May; and from that time forward 
we had always Ships at Sea, not only 
as Scouts, but ſome ever upon the 
Coaſt of France. It is ſaid we had 
no Scouts out when the French appear d, 
and it is very true; nor is it my 
fault: for all our Ships Boats being 
employ d to fetch the Earl of Pem- 
broke's Regiment, 1 deſir' d the Dutch, 
ho had the Outguard, to take that 
care upon them: And it ſeems thoſe 
that Vice-Admiral Callembergh had ap- 
pointed for that Service delay'd it, 
to take in ſome Neceſſarys at the Iſle 
of Wight. © And it is certain, that the 
firſt notice had of the French, was by 
the appearance of five of their Scouts. 
Ithought, and ſtill think, that the 
material Intelligence is the Strength 
32 8 * 


„„ 
of an Enemy s Preparation, andhaw 
that is to be employd. If we had 
any ſuch Intelligence, it has. been 
conceal'd from me; for the firſt no- 
rice I had of Monſieur de Chatteaus 
Renant s joining the French Fleet, was 
the ſight of his Flag flying off the 

We of Wight. And I have reaſon to 
believe the Secretary knew of the 

Conjunction; for I can produce a 
Gentleman that ſays he told him ſo : 
And I am ſure the Noble Lord, 


| Whole province it is, has always by 


his diſcourſe endeavour'd to perſuade 
me to a belief that the French wau'd 
not come out with a conſiderable 
Strength, And I appeal to him, 
whether I did not tell him, when 1 
had urg d many Reaſons for ſtrength- 


ning our Fleet, which he only an- 


ſwer d with, Jou pill be ſtrong enpugh 

fer the Ftench; My Lord, I know 
my buſineſs, and will do my beſt 

with what I have; but pray re- 

* member it is not my fault the Fleer 
1 is 


G6: 


A 


C15) 


is no ſtronger. I own I am afraid 


now in Winter, whilſt the Danger 
may be remedy'd; d; and you will be 
afraid in Summer, when it is paſt 

remedy. I cou d ſay more upon 


this Subject, had I not confin d 9 
5 ſelf to thi Year. - 


E 


| of the French Fleet 


That we were fore dro "0 „ con- 


rrary to the Opinion of the whole 
Council of War, is very plain oy 5 
theſe following Letters, and her Ma 
f 1 Orders, Viz. 


My Lon b, 


Y ſeveral Letters 1 hh had 
notice yeſterday and to day 
being fail d Eaſt- g 


2 120. Wie ſail'd 42 

ning, but the Wind taking us he 

we are not far from Donnoſe. If 
the 


11690 


the French have continu d their Sta- 
tion, we are not above five Leagues 
aſunder. Our Fleet conſiſts of: 50 
Men of War and 20 Fireſhips: the 
Odds are great, and you know it 

is not my fault; to morrow pro- 
bably will be the deciding Day. ' 
Let them tremble at the conſe- 
quence, whole fault it was the Fleet. 
is no ſtronger ; for my part, I will 
with God Almighty s help do my 
Duty, and I hope every body here 
will do ſo too. If we are to expect 
any more Dutch, I hope they will 
be haſten d to us: It is not impoſ- 
ſible they may come time enough 
for a ſhare, becauſe the Sea is lub 
ject to Accidents. We have as yet 
but 48 Durch with us, after all De- 
wilt _ Erle im 


_ ve * Your Lordſhip's, & 85 Oc. 


To obs Right 1 Ho- Near Donnoſe, June 
nourable the KE. 23. 1699: 
of Nottingham. 


Ag A 6 FN „ 75 A A 5 „ A 


to [0 A Lad 
Bye 


10 
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* 


W K K 0. 


-4 — 25 A A 


* My Lok», 


cn). 


1 


715 


ERV day ſince my laſt we 
have been in fight of the 
French Fleet. Tueſday we were 
ſtrengthen d with Admiral Evert ons, 
two Dutch, and two Engliſh Men of 
War, in all five. Wedneſday mor- 
ning with the day we got under 
fail with 55 Men of War and 20 
Fireſhips, the Wind Eaſterly, with 
intention to attack the French; but 


the morning prov d ſo hazy, that 
we were forcd to anchor again. 


The Wind came about to the 


Southweſt, and in half an hour it 


clear d up again. Then we ſaw 


the French Fleet in a. Line under fail 


about three Leagues from us to 
the Windward : We got imme 
diately under ſail, and £ 

a Line to the Southward, the Blue 


od up on 


having the Van. The Wind favour- 


ing us a little, I ſaw a probability 


of weathering two Thirds of the 
C 5 © French 
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or two from 


(8) 


French Fleet, and made a ſign for 
the Fleet to tack, which they ac- 


 cordingly did, ind ſtood directly 
with them; che French tack d, 14 


ſtood from us, and went a point 
che Wind till might : 


© Both Fleets then anchor'd. It is 
| „ why the French ſhun' d 


; for tho they had many Ships 


Fg Leeward and ſcatter'd, ley had 
enough in a body to have given 


C 
[4 
c 
C 
C 
[4 
c 
C 
c 
© as more than ſufficient work. Ido 
Fay 

c 
C:{ 
c 
«: 
8 
C 
C. 
c 
c 


acknowledg my firſt Intention of : 


attacking them a Raſhneſs that will 
admit of no better excuſe, than 


that tho I did believe them ſtronger 
than we are, I did not believe it 
to ſo great a degree. J find by 
their manner af working, chat not- 
withſtanding their Strength they act 
with ſome caution, and ſeem to be 

willing to add to the Advantage off 

Force that of Wind too. Their 

great Strength and Caution have | 
- Put ſoberer Thoughts into my 


0 bead, 


c 


A Ai AAA AAA; 0 WOES AAAS W & K 0 


head, and i + me ve 


hear- 


© tily give God thanks they declin'd 
the Bartel yeſterday : And indeed 


I ſhall not think my ſelf very un- 


happy, if I can get rid of them 


without fighting, unleſs it may be 


upon equaller terms than for the . 


preſent I can ſee any proſpect of. 


I find I am not the only Man of 
that Opinion; for a Council of 


War I call d this morning unani- 
mouſly agreed, we are by all man- 

ner of means to ſhun fighting with 
them, elpecially if they have the 


Wind of us; and retire, if we can- 
not avoid it otherwiſe, even to the 
Gunfleet, the only place we can with 


any; manner of probability make 


our party good with them in the 
Condition we are in. We have now 


had a pretty good View of their 


ow 2 Fleet, which conſiſts of near, if 


not quite, 80 Men of War fit to 


© lie in a Line, and thirty Fircſhips : 


£ A Strength chat puts me beſides the 


8 = Hopes 


Cee) 


fight, and really may not only en- 
danger the loſing of the Fleet, but 


at leaſt the Quiet of our Country 
too; for if we are beaten, they 


being abſolute Maſters of the Sea, 


will be at great liberty of doing 


many things they dare not attempt 


whilſt we obſerve them, and are in 


a poſſibility of joining Vice-Admi- 
val Killigrew and our Ships to the 
Weſtward, If I find a poſſibility, 

1 will get by them to the Weſt- 
ward to join thoſe Ships; if nor, 
I mean to follow the Reſult of the 
Council of War. In the mean 
time, I wiſhthere might be ſpeedy 
Orders given to fie out with ſpeed 


whatever Ships of War are in the 


River of Chatham; and that the 
Ships to the : Weſtward proceed 


to Portſmonth ; and from thence, 
if the French come before the Ri- 


ver, they may join us over the 


Flats. This is the beſt Advice I 


e 


(2) - 
can give at preſent ; but had I been 
believ'd in Winter, the Kingdom 
had not receiv di this Inſult. Your 
| Lordſhip now knows | the Opinion | 
of the Flag- Officers of both Dutch 
and Engliſh Fleets, which J deſire 
you will lay before her Majeſty; 
and to aſſure her, that if ſhe has 
other Conſiderations, whenever ſhe 
pleaſes to ſignify her Pleaſure, her 
Commands ſhall be punctually 
obey d, the Conſequence be what 


Jo the Earl of off the Iſle of Wight, 
VNVNortingham. June 26. 1690 


JD 1GHT Trufty and Right Well- 
IX Beloved Confin and Counſellor, We 
greet you well, We have heard your Let- 
ter dated June 26. to our Secretary of 
State, and do not doubt of your Skill and 
Conduct in this important | Conjunfure, to 
tale all Opportunities of Advantage againſt 


the 


(22) 
the Enemy : But we apprehend the Conſe- 
quences of your retiring to the Gunfleet 
to be ſo fatal, that We chuſe rather you 
ſhould upon any advantage of the Wind 
give hattel to the Enemy, than retreat fur 
ther than is neceſſary to get an Advantage 
upon the Enemy. But in caſe you find it 
| neceſſary to go to the Weſtward of the 
French Fleet, in order to the better join- 
ing with our Ships from Plymouth, or 
any others coming from the Weſtward; 
We leave it to your Diſcretion, fo as you ²ꝝ 
by no means ever loſe ſight of the French 
Fleet, whereby they may have Opportunitys 
ef making Attempts upon the Shore, or 
in the Rivers of Medway or Thames, 
or get away without fighting. And ſo 
We bid yon heartily faremel. Given at 
our Court at Whitehall, this 29th Day of 
June, 1690. In the Second Tear of 
a By Her Majeſty's Command. 
To Our R; bt Truſty and Right Well- £ 
| Beloved Couſm and Counſellor, © 


Arthur Earl of Torrington, G. 
RE | My 


e 


My Lon 8 

HE incloſed Order * * the 
Queen, was prepar d with the 
: Advice of the Committee: of Coun- 
il; and tis neceſſary to acquaint 
you with ſome Particulars of which 
we have an Account. 
Sir William Jennings is on ad of 
the French Admiral, and examin'd ſome 
Prifoners (whom they took off of 
Weymouth, and ſet on fhore in the Ifle 
of Wight) what the Number of our 
Fleet was: and they ſaying 90 Sail 
of Men of War, he wasd in great 
rage, and threaten'd to hang chem 
for lying, for that he was ture we 
had but 30 Ships together 5 for the 
Dutch were not come, Killygrew i m the 
Straits, and Shovel in the Triſh Seas: 
And chat they came to deſtroy our 
Fleet thus divided, firſt at'Portfmonth, 
and chen in the River. And they 
were extremely diſcourag'd upon 
hearing the Salutes, when they were 


told 


told that it muſt be upon the arrival 
of the Dutch Ships. f And we have 
further Information, that they are 
very ill man d: And tho your Lord- 
ſhip, that has ſeen them, may better 
judg of their Number, than we can 
by any Advice from France; yet I 
have ſeen Letters from one, who in 
company with others was very near 
their Fleet: and they all-lay that they 
counted them twelve times, and 
could never mabè them more than 
103 or 104 of all Rates; of which 
they ſay poſitively, there was not a- 
bove 60 Ships that could ſtand in a 
77 07 b 950.45; — 
The Ships from Phmouth ſail'd 
thence on Monday morning laſt ; ſo 
that if they are not already with you, 
they muſt be very near. > 
Sir Cloudeſly Shovel ſail d from Bel- 
faſt at three of the clock in the 
morning of the 1 8th inſtant ; ſo that 
he alſo cannot be far from you. 


* 
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3 6 25.9 3 
By Letters from Vice-Admiral Ni- 
 ligrew, dated MY 26. from Cadis; I 
find he intended to fail 10 a few days, 
and rerurn aGdrding” bis Orders, 
So that upon the whole, if you. 
ſhou d retire to the Gunfleet, the Ships 
from Ph mouth, if not join d with you, 
and Sir Cloudefly Shovel, and all the 
Ships returning from Ireland, and Vice- 
dron, and a rich Fleet of Merchant- 
Men, will all be expos d to inevita- 
ble Ruin. And beſides, the French 
may ha ve opportunity of going with 
their whole Fleet, or ſending ſuch 
= AS they think fit 10 Scotland, 
Vhere they are expected; and we 
have teo good realon to apprehend 
Diſtrbn ges OT Gre 
I wiſh you all imaginable Succeſs, 
and am, with great Reſpect, 


+ 


0M. EoTy, 
Four Lordlhip's, &c. 
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WET 


F have not time to take a Copy © 
7 this Letter; and leſt I migbe 
ave. occaſiom to refer to it when]  _ __ 
white again, I pray your Lordſhip 


to order your Secretary to ſend 


* 


me 4 Copy by this Meſſenger. 
WW 


©My Long | ond 
. 4 , «4 N N * 1 
VLY L 55 


This minute receivd her Ma- 


1 


I jeſty's Orders, which Iwill (ſo 
ſoon as I can get the Flag- Officers 
on board) communicate to them: 
I am very certain that they all will, 


with my ſelf, with great Chearful- 


„ Odiamands. . - vlods 21) 
© Now in anſwer to your Lord- 
© ſhips, I infer from the Examina- 


tion of the Priſoners they took off 
Jof Weymouth, and ſet on ſhore at 
© the Iſle of Might, that the French 


* are as ſtrong as we take them to 
© be; for were they not ſo ſtrong, 
or under any conſternation, I can- 
© not think they would have put any 
* body athore to bring us the 2 
4 "x, Na © of 
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of it, but quietly, have retir d: for 
if they do not think they have the 


| Advantage, I am yet to learn what 


can move them to ſtay, having for 


ſeveral days had a fair Wind to 


carry them off. And, my Lord, 


notwithſtanding your Advice from 
France, I take them to be 80 Men 
of War ſtrong: · How they are 


mann d indeed I am not able to 
judg ; but I am credibly inform'd 
by ſome French Priſoners, who were 
took ina ſmall Bark, that they are 
well mann d, and that the Thoulon 


Ships are now with them. Had we 


had Killigrew with us, the Match 


had been a little more equal. I 


cannot comprehend that Rllligr ew, 


the Metchant-Ships, Shovel, or the 
Plymouth Ships can run much ha- 
zard if they take any care of them- 
ſelves: for whilſt we obſerve the 


French, they cannot make any At- 
tempt either upon Ships or Shore, 


without running a great hazard; and 
D 2 © 


— 
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if we are beaten, all is expos d to 
their Mercy. Tis very poſſible! 
reaſon wrong, but I do aſſure you 

I can and will obey. Pray” God di- 
rect all for the beſt. 'I ſend your 
Lordſhip a Copy inclos'd of your 
Letter to me. Pray, my Lord, 
aſſure her Majeſty, that all that can 
be done by Men in bur Circum- 
ſtances, ſhall be done for her Ser- 
vice. 1 am, r. 


To the Earl of Nottingham. | 
Ih of . June 29. * 


That our Fighting 1 upon 90 great 
diſadvantage as we did, was of the 

laſt conſequence to che Kingdom, is 

as certain, as that the Queen cou d 
not have been prevail d with to ſign 
an Order for it, had not both our 
Weakneſs and the Strength of the E- 
nemy been diſguis d te her: The 
Secretary's Letter, dated June 27. is 
one good Inſtance, where to me, 
who knew and by the es} he 


affirms 


(29). 
affirms ce "French. had but 60 Sail 
cou d ſtand in the Line. - 
It is true, the French de no great 
Advantage of their Victory, tho they 
put us to a great Charge in keeping 
up the Militia; but had I fou ght o- 
therwiſe, our Fleer had been totzlly 
loſt, ad the Kingdom had lain open 
to an Invaſion. ” What then wou'd 
have become of us in the Abſence of 
his Majeſty, and moſt of the Land- 
Forces? As it was, moſt Men were in 
fear that the French wou'd invade ; but 
I was always of another Opinion, : 
which ſeveral Members of this Ho- 
nourable Houſe can witneſs : for 1 
always ſaid, that whilſt we had a 
Fleet in being, they wou'd not dare 

to make an dem t. 
In my Letter of the 29th of une, 
the matter is ſtated pretty plain: 
Whilſt we obſerve the French, they can 
make no Attempt either on Sea or 
Shore, but with great diſadvantage ; * 
and if we are beaten, all is expos d 
to 


(30 


to their Mercy. This J dare be bold | 
ro % That if the ien. of 


the Fleet had been left to the diſcre- 
tion of the Council of War, there 
wou d have been no need of the ex- 
ceſſive Charge the Kingdom was put 


to in keeping up the Militia, nor 


, 


mk arr ani: 
There are very few Inſtances of 


wou'd the French have gone off ſo 


Orders to fight againſt the Opinion of 
the General, but none that I know 
of contrary. to the unanimous Opi- 
nion of a_ Council of War. I re- 


member but one Inſtance of the firſt. 


in former Ages, which was Hannibal's 


being commanded againſt his Judg- 


ment to fight with Scipio, and that 


when his Country lay at ſtake too. 

The Parallel is pretty near, I find on- 

ly this difference, that by his misfor- 

tune in the total Loſs * 

his Country was ruin d, and ours pre- 
ſerv d by my Care and Caution; Car- 
tbage ow d her Ruin to the Counſels of 


the Battel, 


Hanno: 


0 XY). 
Hanne * 1 ſubmit to the "Wiſdom of 
this Honourable Ry Houſe: to * conſider 
the Parallel. W's: | 
That 'the Battel was chap d to 
che beſt advantage for the Kingdom's 
Safety, will beſt appear by the fol- 
: lowing relation of the Battel, and 
the Anſwers to ſeveral jections I 
have been told ſome People A ö 
Monday the z oth of June, about 
four a Clock in ** Morning, the 
Wind at N. N. E. I order d Capt. Ne- 
vill to bear down upon the French 
Fleet chat lay at Anchor about 8. W. 
from us, between three and four 
Leagues. Soon after the French 
weigh'd, and I order d the Signal to 
be made to draw our Fleet into the 
Line of Battel. About eight we came 
pretty near the Enemy, that lay in a 
Line to receive us: I then obſerv' d 
that Monſieur Tourvile had but 34 or 
35 Ships a-head of him, and 46 or 
47 a- ſtern of him; and chat our Van 
e 33, and our Rear of 
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made, 
Fleet are to ſteer away with the head- 
moſt Ships of the Enemy. 
ſon for it was, to make an Interval 


(32 00 


I alter d my Reſolution of en- 


fear Monſieur Tourvil my ſelf, and 
ſteer 


away with his Vice-Admiral, 5 
chat our Rear might not be ſo much 
overpreſt with Odds. As we drew 
nearer, I obſerv'd the Fench Fleet lay 
in a Byte or Bent, and that their 


Rear was the Weathermoſt part of 
their Fleet. I ſteer d away à more 
Southerly Oourſe neareſt S. S. W. for 


two Reaſons: The Firſt co bring the | 
Blue. to >ingage with the Sternmoſt 
and Weatchermoſt Ships, ; the Second 


to prevent my being weather d by 


them. About eight I order d the Sig- 


5 ge? for Battel, to preyent the Dutch 


ecring to the Sourhward, as I did ; 


for by the eighth Article af the Gght- 


ing Inſtructions, when that Signal is 


4 


the headmoſt Ships of our 
My rea- 5 
in the middle of our Fleet, judging 5 


that it was leſs eee to leave 
hat 


_ * 
>, Fog , 
" U x 8 3 ” 
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that part of the Enemy's Line unco- 
ver d than any other. About nine 
the Dutch ingag a about the diſtance 
of Cannon-ſhot, and Vice-Admiral 
Aſhby ſoon after, and the Blue not 
long after that, as likewiſe Rear- 
Admiral Rook, It was near ten be- 
fore I ingag'd, becauſe by the Bent 
in the French I was at a greater diſtance 
than the reſt, and that I gave poſt- 
tive Orders not to fire till we were 
within a fit diſtance to do good exe- 
cution ; nor did we ingage, tho ſe- 
veral Shot flew over us, till a Man 
was kill d. We continu'd nearing the 
8 Enemy, till We Were about half Can- 5 
non - ſhot, the Enemy ſtill bearing a- 
way two, three, and ſometimes four 
Points from the Wind. About ele- 
ven, ſeeing the Enemy had you 


well ſtraiten d their Line, and that 


there was not ſo much danger of be- 
ing weather d in the Rear, I had a 
mind to ſee a little of what paſs d in 
the Van; in order to it, I ſent to the 
e POOR * 


| Dake of Grafton and Sir Francis Whee- 


l 


ler to make ſail, and cloſe the Line 
forward: I ſent my Boat twice upon 


that Errand. Upon the ſecond Re- 
turn of the Boat, I ſaw, I think it 
was, eleven Sail of the French that 


had weather d the Dutch. Being ask d 
by Captain Nevil, whether I would 


ſuffer them to weather me too? I 


told him, No, if I can help it; and 


order d (not knowing how many 


would follow) the Foretack to be 


got on board, and to ſtand with 
them. Upon which Motion they bore 


round up to Leeward of the Dutch 
again. About One, I ſaw ſeveral of 


Sir John Aſhby's Diviſion, and his own 
Ship, and ſeveral of the Dutch diſ- 


abled, and rowing of From the Ene- 
my: Soon after it fell calm. Mon- 


ſieur Tourville about that time drove 


with his Ship, arid four or five more, 
pretty near to two diſabled Ships of 


the Dutch, and oall'd them cr uelly. 


I ſent to them to anchor, and by 


the 


C2) 
the help of the Tide tow'd between 
all but one of the diſabled Ships 
and the Enemy, and there anchor d; 
and took in the Sign of Battel. That 
ſingle Ship for want of anchoring fell 
into the Enemy s hands. Seeing that 
ſeveral of the Dutch and Engliſh were 
diſabled, and none of the French, 1 
reſolv d to make the beſt Retreat I 
cou d; and in order to it, order d 


_ © thoſe that were in the beſt condition 


for it, to take the lame Ships in a 
Tow: and with the Tide of Flood, 
we weighd and drove to the Eaſt- 
ward. 'Fueſday it was reſolv'd, That 
if the French preſs d us, we ſhould, 
rather than hazard a Battel, deſtroy 


«a 4 


might have been ſavd, if the Cap- 
tains that belong d to them had uſed 

their utmoſt Care. For during the 

„ TS 


1 
whole Retreat, I kept quite in the 
Rear of the Fleet, and ſtopt ſeveral 
half, and one whole windward Tide 

to protect them. And notwithſtand- 
ing the Reports, that the Sovereign 
was not engag d, there is not a Third 
of the Ships in the Fleet, of Dutch 
and Engliſh, that have loſt ſo many 
Men by the Enemy's ſhot 
I now beg leave to anſwer ſuch 
Objeftions, as I hear have been made. 


Firſt, That it is wonder d I made 4 
Gap in our Line. Oe (ry, 
I did it becauſe our Line was 
{ſhorter chan the Enemys ; and be- 
cauſe in the poſture the Enemy lay, 
I thought it leſs dangerous to have an 
Interval near the Center, than leaving 
either the Van or Rear uncover d, 
and by it giving the Enemy an imme- 
diate Opportunity to weather us. 


Secondly, Why J ſteer d to the out h- 
ward after I had made the Signal for Battel, 
waa ody For 
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For ſeveral Reaſons: Firſt, to make 
the Inter val in the middle. Second- 


y, to place my ſelf oppoſite to the 


Center of the Enemy s Fleet, or ra- 


ther a little more in the Rear; and 
bhe better to bring the Blue to engage 
the Rear of the Enemys Fleet, in 

order to force them down : For they 


lay fo far Weatherly, that till that 
was done I could not engage cloſe 
with the Body of the Enemy, with- 
out expoſing my ſelf to the danger 
of being weather d by all the Rear 
of the French Fleet. 


8 Thirdly, That if I had fought cloſer, 


the French could not have weather d us. 


Ti is poſſible I might think fo too, 


if by Experience I did not know the 


contrary : For in the St. James s-Day 


Fight, in the firſt Dutch War, Trump 


weather'd a great part of the Blue, 
notwithſtanding the Oppoſition of 


the reſt, and that the White and Red 
had beaten the Van and Body of the 
. . „ 


when we were equal in Number of 
Ships, and ſuperior in the Goodnels 
of our Ships; the Caſe holds ſtron- 
ger, where the Enemy had a Third 
more in Number, and many bigger 
Ships. If this be a Fault, I have ac- 
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Dutch. He weather d Sir John Kemp- 


thorne amongſt the reſt, to whom 1 


was then Lieutenant, and laid a Fire- 


ſhip on board the Refolution, that was 


Our Second, and burnt her. This 
Action would in all probability have 
been fatal to us, if we had not given 
way. If this could be done to us, 


quir d it by Experience. 
Fourthly, Why I did not paſs toWeſt- 


ward of the French Fleet? 


To that I anſwer, That I intended . 


it, as 4 way by my Letter of the 
26th of June; and tis as true, that 


we never had an Opportunity to do 


it, without engaging che French, con- 


trary to the unanimous Opinion of 
. . Fifthly, 


C39) 


Fifth, y J made the 919 of 
Bartel, * bu near enom 85 to engage 
my "GE 
Becauſe the Dutch were in fit diſtance : 
to engage, and to ſhew them I would 
have them keep up with the headmoſt 
Ships of the Enemy ; as is expreſs'd 


more at gy? in the Relation of the 
Battel. 1 


„Strchly, 175 I dd not go ſemer 
down to the Fleet. 
_ - Becauſe I was compmaniled to ſtay 
for my Inſtructions, and that they 
were not fign'd till the 26th of May, 
nor deliver d me till the 29th; and 
the zoth I got to the Downs, the 
place of Rendezvous: and that was 
within very few days after the great 
Ships came there. | 


Seventhly, Th Aiſperſen ing of the 
Few: I 1 5 is laid to my Charge. 


To 


OF —- 
Io ſhew the contrary, I will be- 
Bin with Kuligrew. I did not ſo 
i ro St. Hellens, that the E. of Not- 


ders. Sir Cloudeſly Shovell had but 
11 few Ships, and every body knows 
17 was attending his Majeſty's Perſon: 
_ And for Captain Saunders, I did-not 
ſo much as know his Station till the 
16th of June, that the Lords of the 
Admiralty ſent me word he was vr⸗ 
der d S. S. W. 30 Leagues from Scilly: 
13 I confeſs it is one of the laſt places 
' I ſhould have ſent to look him in, 
"Wu in a known War with France. If it 
be true that he was deſign d to pro- 
tect our Merchant-Ships in their Re- 
turn home, it looks to me as impro- 
per a Station, as if a Guard ſhould 
be ſent to Hounſlow, to ſecure Paſ- 
ſengers from being roh d upon Putney- 
A 5 


 Eighthly, 


tingham ſent me a Copy of his Or- 


 Eighthly, Some People ſay, if we | 
had fought cloſer, we ſhould have beaten 


the French. 


I wonder upon what it is they 
ground their Opinion. If they have 
Reaſons for it, I mult confeſs they 


are above my Comprehenſion : for 


if we go to matter of fact, the Dutch. 
and thoſe other Ships that fought 
longeſt and cloſeſt to the Enemy, 
were moſt diſabled, nay were almoſt 
all diſabled, and no ſign of Damage 
appear d on the French ſide: And yet 
I am ſure they cannot make out, that 
either the Gap in our Line, or our 


not bearing down cloſe to the Ene- 
my at firſt, brought any more of the 
Enemy 's Ships upon them chan came 
to their ſhare, conſidering the Num- 
ber of the French. If that be ſo, as 


certainly it muſt, unleſs they can 
trump up a Gap in the French Line, 
which I have not heard any body yet 


pretend to; from hat reaſon do 


L | : they : 


— a p — — . 8 
4 — A 28 . — — 
93 - . — Say : 4 Ss * . - 
Wen Þ — * a ſy N 1 a — 5 * , —Lo q : 
1 — 5 — 7 4.5 - + - * N * 4 
2 —_—— * — CY" — err +7 8 N 
- 8 \ - . * — — r 7 * 2 ” « - - 2 — - 
— * 5 — — I * 5 Dat + 2 * 3 3 . s . 5 oo SS — n — 2 —— ” 
_— wo - * 2 - 6 e J * ä = * Py TE SED — > —— ns 2 — 2 N — — — - * = _ 4 - — — 
ho 5 = — 2 11 — 5 - : * o —— —— — — — — : —— - = — N a — Dos — = 
- _ — * 5 — — — — pow 7 TOS . RT. om gr” wy r. DJ ——_ - - . — — ——— — — — 
” — 2 — * = . : —— _ — — — — — — — 
2 — — — = —— : — Son IS : 5 f 
* — 13 1 5 — — — — : 
. _ EX . 
. = 


— 


3 — 


— iS 1 
— 
I -VL2 3 
— . 
P — — — 
— — 
— 


- 
>... 
ns rem 
— — 
— — = 


(42 ) 


they draw their Concluſion > TI am 
ſure, that ff 1 had | acted otherwiſe | 


than 1 did, the whole Fleet had been 
ruin d, and I wholly inexcuſable; 
for I had loſt the Wind, contrary to 

the Reſults of the Council of War, 


which was, That we ſhon'd by all 


manner of means {hun fighting the 


Eneny; if they have the Win of 


us. If by all manner of means we 


are to ſhun fighting the Enemy, if 
they have the Wind of us, according 


to my Philoſophy, we are by all 


manner of means to preſerve it du- 
ring the Battel. Had I made one 


ſtep towards loſing the Wind, I had 


not only acted contrary to the una- 


nimous declard Opinion of the 


Council of War, but contrary to my 
own Judgment declard under my 


Hand. What Reflections that might 


have drawn 32 me, I humbly ſub 


mit to the Judgment of this Ho- 


nourable Houſe. 


Laſtly, 


C439) 


Laſtly, T remember but one thing more 
that J am blamd for; and that is, not 
calling all the Captains to the Council f 

Mar: I am ſure it was no Diſreſpect 
to them, for there are many Men of 
Merit among them. - 
Jo this I have two Anſwers: The 
firſt is, That in Twenty feven Years 
that I have ſervd at Sea, I never 

knew it practis d in this Kingdom, 
or any other. The ſecond is, That 
if it had been my Intention, it was 
not in my power: for by the Treaty 

of Agreement with the Dutch, the 
Fleet 1s to be governd by an equal 
Number of Flag-Officers of both 
ſides ; and in cale they differ, ſo as 
to be equally divided, then the Cap- 
tains of both ſides are to be call din. 


hear that, for my Ruin, there is 
great uſe made of the Allies being 
diſſatisfy d. I woud fain know what 
it is they are diſlatisfy'd in, or what 
5 W 


07 . 
Satisfaction my Ruin can be to them; 
think them too reaſonable to deſire 
it. Were they ſo ill natur d, ſurely 
Prince Waldeck wou'd not be fo fa- 
vourably dealt with, who loſt a Bat- 
tel much at the ſame time. Nor is 
it a new thing for them to ſuffer by 
the French, witneſs Meſſina and Paler- 
mo under De Ruyter, the greateſt Sea- 
man of his Age. Some ſay the Spa- 
niſh Generals Behaviour was com- 
plain d of by the Dutch : but I never 
heard, that the Spaniards complain'd 
of their Gencral to the Dutch; nor 
that the French made any Complaint 
of Monſieur d Eſtree to us, tho we 
found great fault with him: poſſibly 
they wanted ſo worthy and quali- 
| fyd a Secretary as we have, to ſet 
it forth as he did in his Letter 
tro my Lord Durſley; which for the 
extraordinary Stile, [ annex to this 
Paper: I am only ſorry that I am 
not Maſter enough of the French 
Language to tranſlate it into Fngliſh. 


There 


. 

There are Expreſſions in it, which he 
had as little Authority to make uſe 
of, as there is Truth in the Contents 
of the Letter. It was all pure In- 


ſpiration; for it was dated ſome days 


before the Return of thoſe , 1 
Noble X Lords that came 2 ne 
aboard at Dover; nay, E. of Pem- 
one day before they 988 
reach d the Fleet: for the Letter bears 
date the 4th of July, and they did 
not get aboard till the 5th. Nor do 
I believe that thoſe Noble Lords, at 
their Return, ſaid any thing like it 
to him; for I cannot think they 
went off with ſuch an Opinion. 
They told me ſo, and I believd 
them: for if it is true that they had 
power to remove me, if they ſaw 
cauſe; and if they had ſeen cauſe, 
and did not, they wou'd have no 
excuſe for leaving me at the head of 
the Fleet, eſpecially when the Enemy 
e FF TS 


Es 2 
And becauſe I have been miſun- 
derſtood by ſome Members of the 
Houſe, I beg leave to explain what 
{ ſaid in relation to the Dutch in the 
Bartel. I never imputed it to want 
of Courage; for I conclude that it 
was their Courage that led them into 
the Snare the French had laid for them, 
and their Ships were too weak ta 
ſupport them in it : And that they 
would always be beaten by that Ene- 
my, and wetoo, till we arm out a 
proportionable Strength to theirs. 
I ſay no more upon thele ſeveral 
Heads, becauſe I will keep ſtrict to 
the Rule I have laid down, not to 
reflect on any, but what is abſolutely 
neceſſary for my Country's Safety, 
and my own Juſtification; and have 
ſaid ſo much, becauſe all the Miſ- 
carriages or Miſmanagements here 
laid down, have been laid directly or 
_ obliquely to my Charge. 
That our Allies, if they are in- 
cens' d, were incens d by the Author 


94 
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of the 1554 may be reaſonably 
ag wg 8 the Seile Ws it ; for 


4. 5 t 105 Fade cal to * Lords of 1 5 
the Ne whether it was not) 1 
may it not be infer' d, that my pre- 4 
tended ill Conduct in the Battel, 
which at preſent is laid to my charge, 
is not the true Cauſe of my preſent 
Misfortunes? 

I will not confine any Man's Judg- 
ment to mine, but I am very ready 
to reaſon the point of Conduct i 
the Battel with any man : but this J 

may be bold to ſay, That I have: - 
had time enough and cauſe enough 
to think of it; and that upon my 
word were che Battel to be fought 
over again, | do not know kde co 
mend it, under che lame Circumſtar ho. 
ces. . If 
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If after twenty ſeven years Service 


at Sea, and being in more Battels, 
and loſing more Blood than any Gen- 


tleman in England, I can be ſuſpected 


of Cowardice ; and if after having 
loſt ſo conſiderable Preferments (when 
I had nothing elle to truſt to) rather 
than conſent to the taking off the 


Penal Laws and the Teſt, the Bul- 
warks of our Religion and Liber- 
ties; and if after the ſhare I had in 


the late happy Revolution, and the 
Honour and Eſtabliſhment their Ma- 


jeſtys have been graciouſly pleas dito 


confer upon me, my Integrity to my 

Country can be ſuſpected ; what is 
it can ſecure any man's Reputation 
or Good-Name? 


Upon the whole Matter of Fact, 
all which I am able to make good, 


I ſubmit my ſelf to the Conſidera- 


tion of this Honourable Houſe, whe- 


ther the ill Succeſs of the late Fight 
and Fleer, is to be imputed to my 


ill 
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ill Conduct, or the ill Management 


of other Perſons, in the above-men- 
tion'd particulars; and whether I 


have not juſt reaſon to think that 


the Perſons, who were guilty of 
thoſe Miſmanagements (to call them 
no worſe) are not the Perſons, who 
ſet on foot my Proſecution, to excuſe 
themſelves, by laying the fault on me, 


which ought to be aſcrib'd to them. 
I hope this Honourable Houle will 


put this matter in a way of Exami- 
nation, as may be full, clear, open, 


may 
Fleet had not that Succeſs, as was by 
their Majeſties and all good Men 
deſir d. rh omg 
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and publick ; that their Majeſties 
ava the true reaſon, why the 
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The Guns in the E 
and Dutch Fleet, 


In the Vear 1690 


the Engliſb Fleet con- 
_ fiſted of 
Em; liſb. + 
Rates. 25 Ne 
Firſt — — 2, 
Second 6. 
Third ———22. 
Fourth ——— 4. | 
Datch. 
. 
Firſt ———— 2, 


Second — — O. 
Third 12. 


ngliſh 3 


Fourth 8. 


Rates. 


in 1581885 
in 16927080. 


In the Vear 1692. 


34. 


Englic and Datch 
Ships. 
R os 3 
Rates. Ne, No 
6. 
E 
Third : 
Fourth ——15. 
Datch. FM 
Rates. Ne. 
Firſt— — — 9. 
Second — 10. 
Third. 20. 
Fourth ——— g. 


More in 11692 than 1690. 
N? 


8 i 8 


— 


—_ — 
— 


Fourth — 11. 


35. 


Differ ence in Number of Guns—3488. 
The French were—ds in 1690. 


And but —- 


—44 in 1692. 
5 Lenin, 


Lzrrat du Comte de Not- 
tingham, ecrite par Ordre de 
la Reyne, 2 my Lord Durſley. 


A Whitehall le 14 Juillet, 1690. 


My LoRrp, 
'Ay regeu la voſtre du 10 du 
) courant, & Je ſuis bien aiſe de 
voir que les Eſtats Generaux ſont 
ft prompts a concourrir avec nous 
pour la Surete commune. Cette 
Diſpoſition eſt deventie a cette 
heure plus neceſſaire, par le mal- 
heureux Succez du Combat, qui 
ſe donna Lundy dernier, 10 de ce 
mois, entre les deux Flottes ; dans 
lequel TEſcadre de Hollande ſe 
„ com- 


„ W A F ꝗꝶm n 
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_ © comporta avec tant de bravoure, 


ue ſi my Lord Torrmgton eut fait 

ion devoir, nous aurions, felon 
toute apparence, remporte une en- 
tiere Victoire. Mais preſentement 
nous nous retirons devant I Enne- 
my; & j apprens de la Coſte, que 
les Flottes ſe ſont eſſoignees de 
Beachy, ou le Combat commenca, 
© & le trouvent preſentement entre 
Haſtings & Douvres, dans un lieu 
qu on nomme le Neſſe. Les Hollan- 
dois ont perdue trois Vaſſeaux, deſ- 
gquels Jun fut pris & bruſlè par! En- 
© nemy, & deux s eſtant ſauvez dans 

la Rade de Haſtings furent brulez par 
leurs propres Equipages pour em- 
peſcher qu ils ne tombaſſent entre 
les mains des Ennemis: il y a 
encore cinque ou fix de leur Eſca- 
are hors de Combat. PBrakell, Jean 
Dic /, & Nocrthiel font tuez. Nous 
avons perdu deux Capitains, & 
avons feutement deux ou trois 
Vaiſſeaux hors  detat de ſervir. 


N ? Enfin, 


A 


s: 


Enfin, my Lord, jay honte de 
continuer a ecrire ſur ce Sujet, & 
je ne vous en entretiendray pas 
plus amplement, parce que la 
© Reyne a deſſein de depeſcher Mr. 
Harbort demain vers les Eſtats: 


Mais ſi vous recevez celle-cy avant 


ſon arrivee, il faut que vous re- 
* preſentiez comme vous pourrez 
une {1 mechante Affaire; de la 
quelle, par les meilleurs avis que 
je puis avoir, le ſeul Comte de 


Torrington eſt entierement coupable. 


La Reyne en fait paroiſtre un #1 
grand reſentiment, & tout le 
mond icy paroiſt {1 indigne contre 
luy pour ce quil a fait, que les 
Etats verront bien- tot que Ven- 
geance en ſera fait ſur luy; & que 
ſi les dits Etats Generaux veulent 
concourrir avec nous, elle ſe pourra 
eſtendre ſur nos Ennemis auſſi, car 
nous equipons avec diligence tous 
les Vaiilcaux qui ſont en quelque 
facon preſts, & nous eſperons que 
. - 9s, 
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les Etats feront la meme choſe. i 
Et je ne doute pas, que peu de 
jours nous aurons une meilleure 


Flotte en Mer, avec une meilleure 
Admiral; & alors nous pourrons 
avec raiſon nous promettre que nos 


Ennemis non ſeulement ne nous 
cauſergnt pas de dommage, mais 
ne paroiſtrent pas devant nous ſur 
nos Coſtes; car tous les Officiers 


& les Matelots de noſtre Flotte 
ſont enragez de cette Conduite de 
my Lord Torrington. Et puis qu on 
a tant parlè qu il y avoir des Ca- 
pitains de noſtre Flotte, qui ne 


$aquitteroient pas de leur devoir, 
il faut vous dire que le Capt. Bo- 


cham, qui eſtoit le plus ſoups onne, | 
s eſt comportè avec tant de Cou- 
rage & de Fidelite, qu il a perdu 
la Vie dans cette Action. Nous 


ſommes prets a raccommoder tous 


les Vaiſſeaux Hollandois avec toute 


la diligence poſſible, & nous avons 


donne. tous les Ordres neceſſaires 


* pour 


& a 
pour avoir ſoin de leurs blefſez, 
& ceux qui vinrent a terre du bord 
des Vaiſſeaux qui furent brulez, 
ſeront fournis d'Argent, & conduits 
A2 Chatham, ou ils ſeront nourris & 
entretenus {ur nos Vaiſſeaux, juſqu a 
ce que I Amiral Evertx en puiſſe 
diſpoſer autrement. Un chacun 
et a une ſi grand compathon & 
temoigne tant d affection pour la 
Nation Hollandois en general, que 
ſi les Etats prennent cette matiere 
| © comme il faut, quelque mal-heu- 
| ©: reuſe qu elle paroiſſe pour le pre- 
lent, je ne doute pas que cette 
affair meme ne ſoit | 66s 158 de la 
plus grand Amitiè & Union qui ait 
jamais eſtè entre ces deux Nations, 
ou aucuns autres; & dans cette 
conjuncture, cela eſt abſolument 
neceſſaire pour noſtre Seuretè com- 
mune. Je ne ſaurois vous donner 
un detail exact du dommage des 
Frang ois, mais fans doute ils en 
© auront ſoufert; & le Chevalier 
de « Hide 
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Holmes m ecrit de I Ile de Wight, 

qu il a vn | ag un gros Vaiſſeau 

Frangois fort delabre, qui sen re- 
tournoit a Breſt; & d' autres diſent 

qu ils en ont vii cinq ou fix autres 
We la meme route, & neuf ou 
dix de nos Vaiſſeaux de Guerre, 

qui venoient de Plymouth a Port /- 

mouth, pour joindre la Flotte, les 
ont recontrez, & le Chevalier 

| Holmes mande qu il les pouvoit 

voir fort proche de ce gros Vaiſ- 

ſeau Frangois. Je ſuis, 


„ m •ů̈iͤ mg ⁰nd;d ß 
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My | Lo R D, 
Voſtre tres-humble Serviteur. 


5 Signè, 


Nottingham. 


The 


E 


tt 
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2 The Earl of Nottingham's Let- 
ter, writ by the Queen's Order, 
10 my Lord Durſy. 


75 Whitehall, 14 July 1690. ; 


My Lov, 


HAVE receivd yours of the 
1oth inſtant, and am glad to 
find that the States General are ſo 
ready to concur with us for the com- 
mon Safety. At preſent this Diſpo- 
ſition is become more neceſſary by 
the unfortunate Succeſs of the En- 
en between the two Fleets 
laſt Monday the 1 oth of this Month; 
„ 1 in 
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in which the Dutch Squadron ſhew'd 


ſo much Bravery, that if my Lord 


Torrington had done his Duty, we 


ſhou'd, in all appearance, have ob- 


tain da compleat Victory: But now. 


we retreat from before the Enemy; 
and I'm inform'd from the Coaſt, 


that the Fleets have ſtood: away from 


Beachy where the Fight began, and are 


at preſent between Haſtings and Dover 


in a place call d the Neſſe. The Dutch 


have loſt three Ships; one of which 


was taken and burnt by the Enemy, 
and the other two having eſcapd 


in the Haſtmgs-Road, were ſet on 


fre to prevent their falling into the 


Encmy s hands. | There are fi ve or 


ſix remaining that have. eſcapd the 
Engagement. Bralell, John Dick, 
and Noorthiel are kill'd. We have 


loſt two Captains, and have but 


two or three Ships diſabled. In 
fine, my Lord, I'm aſham'd to con- 
tinue writing on this Subject, and 
will trouble you no further with 


_— 
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it, becauſe her Majeſty intende +5 
diſpatch Mr. Harbort to morrow to 
the States: But if you receive this 
before his arrival, you are to re- 
wg ent as you can this unhappy Af- 
fair ; which, according to the beſt 
Information I can get, is wholly to 
be imputed to my Lord Torrington. 
The Queen has ſhewn ſo great a 
Reſentment of it, and every body 
here appears ſo fall of Anger a- 
oainſt him for what he has done, 
that the States General will ſoon 
lee Vengeance taken of him: and 
if they will join with us, it may 
be extended to our Enemys too; 
for we are fitting out all the Ships 
that are in any condition of ſerv- 
ing, and hope the States will do 
the ſame. And I do not doubt we 
ſhall in a few days have a better 


Fleet under a better Admiral; and 


then we reaſonably preſume, that 


the Enemy will not only be unable 
NT, ha H 2 10 
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to do us any damage, but will not 
dare to meet us on our Coaſt: for 
all the Officers and Men of our 
Fleet are enrag d at this Conduct of 
: my Lord Torrington. And becauſe 
it has been ſo much reported that 
there were ſome of our Captains 
who fail'd of doing their Duty, it 
is requiſite to let you know that 
Captain Bocham, who was the moſt 
ſuſpected, behav d himſelf with ſuch 
Courage and Honour, that he loſt 
us his Lit: in the Action. We are rea- 
4 dy to refit all the Dutch Ships with 
all poſſible diligence, and have given 
the neceſſary Orders for taking care 
of their Wounded; and ſuch as 
come aſhore out of the Ships which 
have been burnt, ſhall be furniſh'd 
with Mony, and conducted to Ga- 
tham, where they ſhall be taken care 
of, and receivd on board of our 
. till Admiral Evertz can other- 
wiſe diſpoſe of them. All People 
a. 44 Me 


( 
have ſo much Compaſſion of them, 
and expreſs ſo much Affection for 
the Dutch Nation in general, that if 
the States take this matter. zight, as 
unhappy as it may ſeem for the 
preſent, I make no 2 but this 
very Affair will be the Occaſion of 
the greateſt Amity and Union that 
has ever yet been between theſe two 
Nations, or any others : and in the 
| preſent Conjuncture, this ſeems ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary for our common 
Safety. I cannot give you an exact 
particular of the French Loſs, but 
there is no doubt they have ſufferd 
in the Engagement; and Sir 
Holmes has writ to me from the Iſle 
of Wight, that he ſaw a great French 
Ship paſs by much ſhatter d, which 
made towards Breſt : and others ſay 
they have ſeen five or ſix others 
making the ſame way, and nine or 
ten of our Men of War, which came 
trom Plymouth to Portſmouth to join 
the 
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the Fleet, met with them; and Sit 
« «+ » » Holmes ſends word, that he 


cou d ſee them very near chis great 


French Ship. 1 _ IS 
My Lok: D, 5 
Vour moſt Humble Servant 


Signs FE 
| Notting ani. 
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